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Abstract

Although the importance and necessity of cytopathology in
the practice of medicine cannot be overemphasized, it has
received little publicity in Japan. This is thought to be
contributed to the not-well established or “immature” system
of cytopathology in Japan, eg inadequate training programs
for cytopathologists and poor quality control in the practice.

In the United States, cytopathology is considered to be one
of the subspecialty areas in anatomic pathology and only
those who have completed anatomic pathology residency are
eligible for the advanced one-year (fellowship) training in
cytopathology. This is based on the fact that enough knowl-
edge of general anatomic pathology is crucial for cytopath-
ologic diagnosis, which is completely opposite to the Japanese
system, in which clinicians are actively involving a cytology
practice. The cytopathology fellowship training in the US
emphasizes to train not only a diagnostic expert but also a lab
director who can manage a cytology laboratory, including a
quality control.

There is a big difference between Japan and the US in the
recognition of cytopathology itself in the practice of medicine,
which reflects the differences in cytopathology training pro-
grams and cytopathology board examinations between these

two countries.
X ®

1) #HE /& —ReERTEIC A 54152, DEEHRESE 2004 ;
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WU T, HEGHIREEE 2004 ; 43(4) : 293-298.
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EEE. HEGMREEE 2004 ; 43(1) - 82-88.
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